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Gerard F. Wehle Sr.

MAR 20, 1939 - SEP 11, 2024

G erard Francis Wehle, Sr., our beloved father, grandfather, great-grandfather,
brother and uncle, known to friends and family as “Gerry” or “Papa”, passed
away on September 11, 2024, in Tampa, Florida, at the age of 85. Born on March 20,
1939, in Tampa, Gerry lived a full life in the city he always called home. Gerry was
predeceased by his beloved wife, Eleanor, and survived by his loving immediate
family, Ellie (Greg), J] (Joann), and Michael (Jill) as well as many brothers, sisters,
grandchildren, nieces and nephews.

Gerry was a member of a large Tampa family, with thirteen brothers and sisters, many of whom
still reside in the Tampa Bay area. Gerry attended Jesuit High School. Shortly thereafter, he
married the love of his life, Eleanor, and began his family. He proudly served his country in the
National Guard alongside his twin brother, Henry. He and Henry were printing business
entrepreneurs, working many long days to learn the trade and open their own business, Tampa
Thermogravers, Inc., providing personal and professional printing services for decades. Gerry
was known to family and neighbors as the “man who could fix anything”. He spent countless
nights and weekends helping his family and friends fixing cars, air conditioners, appliances etc.
Above all, he will be most remembered as a family man. Whether he was at Lake Rock with the
family on a Sunday afternoon water skiing, or attending a graduation, school play or dance recital,
Gerry was always there for his family with his presence, a smile and a laugh, advice or helping
hand. He will be deeply missed by all who knew him.

Visitation services will be at Boza & Roel Funeral Home, 4730 North Armenia Avenue, Tampa, on
Monday, September 16, from 5-7pm. A Funeral Mass will be conducted at Our Lady of Perpetual
Help (OLPH) Catholic Church, 1711 E 11th Avenue, Tampa, on Tuesday, September 17 at 9:15 am.
Burial services will follow immediately at Garden of Memories Cemetery. Flowers are welcome.
In lieu of flowers, please make donations to OLPH Catholic Church in Gerry’s memory.
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Events

Visitation

ﬁ Monday, September 16, 2024
(® 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM ET

@ Boza & Roel Funeral Home
4730 North Armenia Avenue, Tampa FL 33603

Funeral Mass

ﬁ Tuesday, September 17, 2024
(O 9:15AM - 10115 AM ET

@ Our Lady of Perpetual Help
1711 East 11th Avenue, Tampa FL 33605

Burial

ﬁ Tuesday, September 17, 2024
(® 11:00 AMET

@ Garden of Memories Cemetery
4207 E. Lake Ave, Tampa FL

Cemetery Details

@ Garden of Memories Cemetery
4207 E. Lake Ave, Tampa FL

ISUISL N

Gerard F. Wehle Sr.

MAR 20, 1939 - SEP 11, 2024

Kindr
= Cen

MNArmenn:

O

0

E pPatrmfoe:

East9th Avenue

PAGE 4 OF 9


https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=27.9884519,-82.4849832
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=27.9628537,-82.439962
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=27.9787629,-82.4089417
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=27.9787629,-82.4089417

Tribute Wall Gerard F. Wehle Sr.

MAR 20, 1939 - SEP 11, 2024

Boza & Roel Funeral Home shared a Video.

September 16 at 8:24 AM

Isabelle D. planted a grove of 5 Memorial Trees in honor of Gerard.

September 18 at 11:11 AM

Tom, Jenny, Andy, Laura And Brandon sent a Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum to the
Wehle family.

September 17 at 4:05 AM

Tom, Jenny, Andy, Laura And Brandon planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Gerard.

September 17 at 4:05 AM
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Eric J. Diaz posted:

| first met Jerry when | was a teenager attending Tampa Catholic High School. As a young man
growing up without a biological father, | found myself drawn to the Wehle family - JJ, Michael, Ellie
and of course, Jerry. Little did | know then that this connection would profoundly shape the course of
my life.Jerry Wehle wasn't just a friend's dad; he became a father. His home became my second
home, and his family embraced me as one of their own. From Rock Lake outings to the legendary
Wehle family parties and reunions, | was always included. | can still remember nights spent with my
head in a trash can, courtesy of Uncle John's special cocktails - a rite of passage in the Wehle
household, | suppose.But it wasn't just about the fun times. Jerry taught me the value of hard work
and perseverance. When he gave me a job at Tampa Thermogravers, | became his protégé. He
affectionately nicknamed me "Damn it Eric," a phrase that echoed through the shop daily. Jerry was
the hardest working person I've ever known. He never asked me to do anything he wouldn't do
himself - which, admittedly, sometimes worried me!From cleaning oil from printing machines to
tarring roofs in the Florida heat to pressure washing the building with bleach and no protection to
melting lead again with no protection, Jerry tackled every task with determination and grit. | started
most of the jobs but rarely finished, Jerry always finished the job. He showed me that no job was
beneath him if it meant providing for his family. And remarkably, he considered me part of that
family.Jerry's love and protection extended beyond his biological children. | remember a time when a
neighbor accused me of "burning" their lawn. Jerry answered the door, asked me one simple
question: "Did you do it?" When | said no, he stood up for me without hesitation. Of course, as soon
as the neighbor left, he turned to me and said, "Damn it Eric, you did it again." He knew the truth, but
he had my back anyway. That was Jerry - fiercely protective of his own.Jerry Wehle was more than
just a hard worker; he was the quintessential example of what it means to be a man. He taught me to
work hard, put family first, and live with integrity. In a world where mentors come and go, Jerry was a
gift from God in my life. He set me on a path of success that encompasses my family, health, career,
and most importantly, my faith in Jesus Christ.They say that when you get to heaven, you look for
those people who helped you while on earth. | know that when my time comes, I'll find Jerry there,
probably working on Eleanor's car while Nana critiques his work.Jerry, you were more than a mentor;
you were my second father. Your impact on my life is immeasurable. You showed me what it means
to be a man of character, a loving father, and a devoted husband. Your legacy lives on in the lives
you've touched and the values you've instilled in all of us.To the Wehle family, thank you for sharing
Jerry with me. Your generosity in welcoming me into your family changed the course of my life.Jerry,
I love you, and | miss you. God bless you, and | know I'll see you again someday - just not yet. Until
then, rest Dad you earned it. J\ [

September 14 at 5:54 AM

Daniel Murphy sent a Peaceful White Lilies Basket to the Wehle family.

September 14 at 5:32 PM
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Tribute Wall Gerard F. Wehle Sr.

MAR 20, 1939 - SEP 11, 2024

Daniel Murphy planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Gerard.

September 14 at 5:32 PM

Your Niece, Audrey Baio sent a Blessed Heart to the Wehle family.

September 14 at 3:43 PM

Anonymous sent a Florist Choice Bouquet to the Wehle family.

September 14 at 10:11 AM

Roland & Marilyn White, Family planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Gerard.

September 14 at 10:11 AM

Anonymous sent a Peaceful White Lilies Basket to the Wehle family.

September 14 at 5:54 AM

Mariann T. planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Gerard.

September 14 at 5:54 AM
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% Boza & Roel Funeral Home shared a Video. September 16 at 8:24 AM

In Loving Memory

Gerard F. Wehle Sr.
h 20, 1939 - September 11, 2024
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Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring Gerard by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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